Immunogenicity, safety and tolerability of meningococcal C CRM197 conjugate vaccine administered 3, 5 and 11 months post-natally to pre- and full-term infants.
A total of 79 pre-term infants with a gestational age > or =32 weeks and 74 full-term infants were studied in order to evaluate the immunogenicity, safety and tolerability of meningococcal C (MenC)-CRM(197) conjugate vaccine administered 3, 5 and 11 months post-natally. The evoked immune response seemed to be substantially similar in the pre- and full-term infants, and there were only clinically marginal differences in safety and tolerability between the groups. The results support the use of two doses of MenC-CRM(197) vaccine at 3 and 5 months of age for primary immunisation, with a booster dose being given at about 1 year. In addition to reducing costs, this scheme seems to assure global immunogenicity and potential efficacy that is better than that offered by the accelerated scheme of administration with only three doses of vaccine in the first months of life, and similar to that observed with a fourth dose used as booster after the first year.